MINUTES                    



Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley

Synod of Living Waters

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Stated Meeting

FEBRUARY 6, 2014

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER

The Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley of the Synod of Living Waters of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) met in the Stated Meeting on February 6, at Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church, Trussville, Alabama.
Throughout these minutes, Teaching Elders are indicated by an asterisk (*).

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by Moderator Neil McCarter* who read to us the words from the hymn, Though I May Speak, then offered the convening prayer. On advice of the Stated Clerk, a quorum was declared by the Moderator. Ruling Elder, Mr. Colquitt (Coke) Clark was presented for installation as the 2014 Moderator of the Presbytery. The Rev. Lou Ann Sellers was presented as Vice-Moderator. Following the constitutional questions and prayer, the newly installed officers were warmly welcomed. The Moderator’s cross was transferred from Neil McCarter* to Coke Clark. The cross was fashioned by a local artist in the Congo. The cross is made of copper and has been worn by every Moderator and reminds us of our connection with the Congo through William Lapsley and Samuel Sheppard. 

Coke presented Neil with a token of the presbytery’s appreciation by way of a donation to Living River in his name.
ORGANIZATION
Adoption of the Docket

The docket was adopted by common consent. 

Seating of Corresponding Members  
Robert Edwards, Westminster, Montgomery

Recognition of First-time Elders and Visitors 
The Moderator recognized all first-time elders who were introduced to the body. 
Teaching Elders

Ministers Present (46) Excused (71) Absent (9)

Abernathy, Barrett
P
Acton, Ben

P

Alexander, Frank HR 
E

Andreasen, Sam HR 
E

Atkerson, Rick

P

Bang, Yo Chang  
P

Bird, Shelaine

P
Bledsoe, Lynn 

E

Booth, Ben HR

E

Borneman, Adam
P

Brooks, Richard
 
P

Brown, Taylor, HR
E

Broyles, Vernon, HR 
P

Bruchey, Wayne HR 
E

Burgess, Sid, HR
E

Burton, Rebecca
E

Carleton, Rhon HR
E

Carter, Clyde HR 
E

Casey, Lydia

P
Chandler, Doris  
E

Chaney, Patsy HR 
P

Chinula, Donald 
A

Cho, Timothy

A

Clark, Molly HR 
P

Clayton, Susan

P

Clendenin, Monty HR 
E

Coker, Jeff HR 

E

Covington, Frank, HR 
E

Crutchfield, Bob HR
E 

Dantzler, Bill HR 
E

Davis, Becky

P

Duke, Mickey HR 
E

Durham, Charles  
P

Durham, Erica  

E

Ephraim, James
A

Epting, Bobbi

E
Frandsen, Michael  
E
Feagin, Debbie

P

Frease, Matthew
E

Genau, Joe

E

Gilmer, Ron

E

Goodlett James

P

Goodrich, Elizabeth
P

Hanna, Richard

E

Harmon, Dawson, HR
P

Hawks, Richard, HR
E

Hay, Robert  

P


Hayes, Jeff

A

Hibbard, Norman HR
E

Holmes, Wendy

E

Homer, John HR
E

Hoop, Cathy

P

Hurley, Ed

P

Hurst, Clyce HR

E

Inman, Robert F. HR 
E

Japhet, Catherine
A

Jeong, Junmo

A

Jones, William, HR
E

Kelso, Hugh, HR
E

Kesler, Randy

E

Kim, Sung-Woong
P

Kirstein, John, HR
E

Knox, Harold HR
E

Laack, Lee HR

E

Laney, Susan, HR
E

Love, Bill, HR

E

McCarter, Neil HR
P

McClendon, Bruce 
P

McClure, John  

A

McCollum, Sid, HR
E

McCormick, Mark  
E

McElrath, Pete HR 
E

McElveen, William HR 
E

McLaughlin, Wayne, HR E

McKean, Mac HR  
E

Moon, Hak Bae

A

Mullins, Bill HR   
E

Mylalsingh, Emerson HR E

Nettles, Sam HR 
E

Newland, Terry  
P

Northen, Margaret HR 
E

O’Neill, Elizabeth
E

Oh, Jyung, Ho

A

Oliver, Catherine
P

Owens, Michelle  
E

Patton, Finley HR
E

Patton, Roger HR
E

Penson, Gozie HR
E

Porter, Mary HR
P

Price, Sandra HR
E

Pyburn, Richard, HR  
E

Rains, Tom HR

E

Reddick, Ross

P

Reed, Leanne

E

Reed, Kathryn

P

Reed, Nick

P

Reid, Joe

P

Rice, David

P

Scarbrough, Leeann 
P

Sellers, Lou Ann
P

Sharps, Conrad

E
Shelton, Jack HR 
E

Seitz, Craig, HR

E

Sims, Charles HR
E

Slane, Joe

P

Speaker, Cary

P

Stanford, Jim, HR
E

Stephens, Dan

E

Stephens, Gerald HR 
E

Taylor, Sherwood HR 
E

Thompson, Ben HR
E

Tice, Lisa

E

Todd, Taylor

P


Toppins, John HR
E

Truesdell, Jim

P

Turner, Lucy

E
Vernon, Candasu
P


Waters, Dana HR 
P

Watson, Cody

P

Webster, Charles
P

Webster, J. Shannon
E


Wells, Jim, HR

E

Wills, Bill, HR

P

Winter, Rachel  

P

Winter, Tom HR

P

Winton, Carlton, HR
E

Yarboro, Jonathan
P

Commission Ruling Elders with Vote

Present (8) Excused (1) Absent (3)


Arellano, Ben

P



Bonner, Jeff

P


Dodson, Beverly
P




Eich, Sharon A.
A




Fast, Joe

P

Harrison, John

A


Jones, Rick

P


Roser, Don

A

Sauser, Bill

E

Veasey, Lin

P

Wood, George

P

Haynes, Ernie

P








Elder Officers/Div. Moderators/Council Members w/Vote

Present (6) Excused (0) Absent (3)
Carmichael, Jane
P



Jenkins, Tyler 

A
Clark, Coke

P



Jordan, Carolyn     
P
Frennea, Rick

P



Park, Duke

A
Hamrick, Debbie
P



Smith Leola

A


Susan Haskell

P






Elders
Number in parenthesis by church name indicates the number of commissioners authorized.  “NR” indicates that the church did not have elder representation. There are eighty-three churches in Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley. Forty-three Commissioners were present.

Alexander City


First (1)




Mary Lloyd White

Alexander City


Robinson Memorial (1)


NR

Annemanie


Arlington (1)



NR

Anniston


Church of the Covenant (1)

NR

Anniston


Church of the Good Shepherd (1)
NR

Anniston


First (1)




Arthur Toole

Anniston


First United (1)



NR

Anniston


Korean
(1)



NR

Auburn



First (2)




Henry Brandhorst










NR

Bessemer


First (1)




Barri Pratt

Bessemer


Good Hope (1)



NR

Birmingham


Bold Springs (1)



NR

Birmingham


Bryan Memorial (1)


NR

Birmingham


Center Point (1)



Paula Haynes

Birmingham


Chapel in the Pines (1)


Benjamin Craig

Birmingham


Edgewood (1)



Ken Smith

Birmingham


Fairfield Highlands (1)


NR

Birmingham


First (1)




Mark Aldridge

Birmingham


First United of Forestdale (1)

NR

Birmingham


Five Mile (1)



NR

Birmingham


Independent (5)



Robert Pless









Susan Haskell









Kennon Walthall

Birmingham


Korean (1)



NR

Birmingham


Mountain Brook (1)


NR

Birmingham


Oakmont (1)



Linda Burrowes

Birmingham


Riverchase (1)



NR

Birmingham


Second (1)



Hazel Ruth Bowdon 

Birmingham


Shades Valley (1)


Bruce Ludwig 

Birmingham


South Highland
(2)


Bill Stribling










Lee Cleveland

Birmingham


Southminster (1)


Pete Van Pelt

Birmingham


Trinity (1)



Becky Russell

Birmingham


Westminster (1)



NR

Cuba



Cuba (1)



NR

Camden


New Trinity (1)



NR

Carbon Hill


First (1)




NR

Dadeville


First (1)




NR

Dadeville 


Woods (1)



NR

Eufaula



First (1)




Zoe Powell 

Gardendale


Gardendale (1)



Rodney Mewbourne

Goodwater


First (1)




NR

Green Pond


Green Pond (1)



NR

Jacksonville


First (1)




Donald Seymour

Lafayette


Lebanon (1)



NR

Leeds



First (1)




Emily Hodges 

Livingston
First (1)




Elise Edwards
Livingston


Hadden (1)



Myron Fast

Magnolia


Rock Springs (1)


NR

Marion Junction


Marion Junction (1)


NR

Montevallo


Montevallo (1)



Jane Clayton

Montgomery


Calvary




Leroy Shelby

Montgomery


Immanuel (1)



Carol Gundlach

Montgomery


Korean (1)



NR

Montgomery


Memorial (1)



Sarah Gay Edwards

Montgomery


Westminster (1)



Joe Nicholson

Moundville


Saint James (1)



NR

Northport


Bethel (1)



NR

Odenville


Odenville (1)



NR

Opelika



Korean




NR

Oxford



Dodson Memorial (1)


NR

Phenix City


First (1)




Thomas Peavy

Piedmont


First (1)




NR

Plantersville


Mount Pleasant (1)


NR

Reform



First (1)




NR

Selma



First (1)




Julius Talton

Selma



Northern Heights (1)


NR

Selma



Pisgah (1)



NR

Selma 



Valley Creek (1)



NR

Springville


Springville (1)



Charles McNutt

Sylacauga


First (1)




Pepper Grubbs

Talladega


First (1)




Barbara Howard

Troy



Williams Memorial (1)


NR

Trussville


Cahaba Springs (1)


Holly Dees

Tuscaloosa


Brown Memorial (1)


Ben Winston

Tuscaloosa


Covenant (1)



Rush Watson

Tuscaloosa


First (3)




Robert Ennis










Sam Parks










Claire Nichols
Tuscaloosa


Korean (1)



NR

Tuscaloosa


University (1)



Rob Spencer

Tuskegee


First (1)




NR

Tuskegee


Ramsay Memorial (1)


NR

Tuskegee Institute

Westminster (1)



NR

Union Springs


Union Springs (1)


Shirley Varner

Wetumpka


First (1)




Lisa Vogel 

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP

Rev. Shelaine Bird offered words of welcome to the assembly and introduced Laura and Arnold Reichert who created the inspiring artwork that those present today will help in completing. The work depicts flowing water reminding us of the waters of baptism. It also contains seven fish that represent the seven churches that have come together in decades past to bring about the church now known as Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church.
We were led in our corporate confession then assured of God’s forgiveness by Elder Rick Frennea. Rev. Neil McCarter used passages from Micah 6:1-8 and I Corinthians 1:18-31 in a sermon titled Old Foolishness, but Powerful and Wise. The presbytery offered a blessing on Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church (CSPC).
Rev. Elizabeth Goodrich offered a memorial to the Rev. Kenneth Grice who passed away on December 26, 2013 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She then read aloud the names of those Teaching and Ruling Elders who joined the Company of Saints in 2013. The body joined together in singing For All the Saints as we thanked God for their lives and service. [see Appendix A for complete listing]
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
The generous offering received today will be divided equally between the Presbytery’s discretionary fund and CPM for use by candidates of the presbytery. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The invitation to the Lord’s Table was given by Shelaine Bird* who offered a brief history of how CSPC and its members here by way of.  We were reminded that “in these waters, we are connected.” Cary Speaker* spoke of Woodlawn Presbyterian. Shelaine spoke of the history of 76th Street Presbyterian Church. Terry Newland offered a glimpse of the Eastminster Church. Edwin Swartz brought us a brief history of the Huffman Church. Christy Little, daughter of Pat Owens (who was once served as a CLP to the church), shared some about the Mount Pinson Presbyterian Church. Ron Dauphinee gave us a brief history of “the other” East Lake Church. [see Appendix B for full history]
Terry Newland* and Shelaine Bird* presided at the table. Communion was observed by those gathered. As the bread and cup were enjoyed each person was asked to place a cap onto the artwork thus participating in the coming together of these seven churches and offering the blessing of the presbytery to this newest church in the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church.

The body joined in singing Ho, All Who Thirst.
The meeting was temporarily suspended for commissioners and guests to attend their assigned Open Space Conversations meeting, followed by lunch. 

The meeting reconvened at 1:10PM with prayer offered by the Moderator.

REPORT FROM THE TEMPORARY EXECUTIVE BOARD – Susan Clayton*
For Information:

Members of the Temporary Executive Board: The Rev. Susan Clayton, Chair; Adrienne Royster Bell; Jane Carmichael; Coke Clark; Rick Frennea; Cal Holt; Charles Nash; The Rev. Ross Reddick; Emily Roberts; Lin Veasey. Staff advisors: The Rev. Elizabeth Goodrich; The Rev. Robert Hay; The Rev. Dan Stephens

After our November stated Presbytery meeting, the TEB met twice prior to the Christmas and New Year holiday and spent a great deal of time discussing and reflecting on the information gathered from your participation in the Open Space discussion groups at the November meeting.  Those groups centered around the following topics: Presbytery Priorities; Presbytery Mission; Small Church Gathering; Presbytery Meeting Structure; Living River Update; Prayer Group. We are grateful for your participation in these discussions, for your honesty and openness and commitment to the work and mission of our presbytery and your concern for our future faithfulness and structure.

We also met in a “longer than usual” meeting in mid-January to work on several items, among them the Mission Statement draft we are presenting in one of the Open Space meetings today for input by those present for the meeting today.  We have also continued our exploration of the ways in which other presbyteries around the country are engaging in similar processes to study the most effective and faithful way presbyteries can structure themselves for the future.  On February 10th, we will be consulting with The Rev. Terry Newland, our Synod Executive, about emerging forms of organization, staffing structure and governance structure across our Synod and around the country.  We also hope to consult with a staff person from General Assembly with knowledge of many presbyteries across the country within the next month.

On February 24th, we will be meeting with representatives from the Presbytery Personnel Committee and from the Living River Board of Directors to discuss our current staffing pattern and how to best staff our presbytery for effective and faithful service to our congregations. This discussion will take place outside of the presence of our current staff members.

We have divided into smaller groups to look at parts of our charge as the TEB:

· Presbytery Meeting Group: to plan for the docket, worship, and organization of our stated meetings;

· Standing Rules Group: to explore needed changes in our current Standing Rules; 

· Presbytery office study: a member of the TEB is working with members of the Trustees to study the presbytery office needs, to study the feasibility of maintaining or selling the current office building, and to explore alternative space for presbytery offices.

At this meeting, we would like to explore two topics in Open Space time, and the body is invited to attend one of these topics.  Your input and discussion on each topic will help us as we consider the best methods of communication and resource sharing, and the ongoing mission of our presbytery.  If there are at least two commissioners present from your church, we hope at least one will go to each group.  If you need help determining which cluster your church belongs to, the Presbytery staff members and/or members of the TEB can help you locate your appropriate cluster meeting.

1. Group One will focus on the issue of Presbytery Clusters. We will break up into groups representing the current Cluster groupings of our presbytery. Each group will be looking at the same questions: What are the benefits of clusters? Is your cluster meeting? How can churches within a cluster partner together? How can cluster meetings benefit Pastors? Elders? How can clusters help presbytery fulfill its mission? Are you already sharing ministries in your area: with other Presbyterian churches or ecumenically? Are you already sharing resources with others in your cluster? How can the presbytery best assist and resource your cluster?

2. Group Two will be looking at a suggested Mission Statement for our Presbytery by the TEB. We will welcome your input, suggestions, critiques, and/or additions to our first draft of this mission statement.

In days to come, the TEB will continue to meet approximately bi-weekly and will continue to explore the work we have been charged to do on your behalf.  It is our expectation that we may need to have a called meeting of Presbytery in early April to have a first reading of proposed changes to the Standing Rules of presbytery (this meeting will include discussion only, no vote) so that we can have the second reading and vote on suggested changes at the May meeting.  It is also expected that we will have recommendations at that time on the future of the governing and staffing structures of presbytery for your consideration and vote.  We hope to be able to conclude the work we were charged to do by May, which would fulfill the time frame given in the original charge to the TEB.  

We have no items for action today.

Please continue to pray for this time of discernment, study, discussion, and reflection in our presbytery, and for the recommendations that will arise from the work of TEB to be faithful to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit for the future of our witness in Central Alabama. 

Omnibus Motion and Stated Clerk’s Report – Elizabeth Goodrich*

For the Omnibus Motion

A. To record that the minutes of Riverchase, Second, Gardendale, First-Bessemer, Mountain Brook (2012), Montevallo, Westminster-Birmingham, Leeds and Five Mile have been read and approved with minor or no exception.

B. Approval of the October 4, 2013 (called meeting at Edgewood) and November 21, 2013 (stated meeting at Shades Valley) Presbytery minutes.

C. To record that reports have been received from the Administrative Commissions working with First Selma and Westminster Montgomery.

D. To dismiss and thank the members of the Administrative Commission assigned to work with Cahaba Springs: James Ephraim (Chair), Debbie Hamrick, Bobbi Harper and Terry Newland. 

E. To transfer the membership of Barbara Osburn, former member at now closed Harper Chapel, to First Presbyterian Church of Eufaula. 

F. Approve Presbytery Dates for 2014:  Feb. 6, Cahaba Springs; May 8, Memorial; Aug. 15 (Friday), Independent; Nov. 20, First-Anniston.

G. Approval of excuses received for the February 6, 2014 Presbytery meeting: Wendy Holmes, Mark McCormick, Shannon Webster, Lisa Tice, Charles Sims, Bill Sauer, Joe Genau, Randy Kesler, Richard Hanna, Dan Stephens, Doris Chandler, Michelle Owens, Ron Gilmer, Bobbi Epting, Leanne Reed, Conrad Sharps, Becky Burton, Lynn Bledsoe, Elizabeth O’Neill, Matthew Frease, Rhon Carleton, and Clyde Carter.

APPROVED

To Record as Information

1. The 2012 minutes of the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley have been reviewed and were approved without exception at the January 27, 2014 meeting of Synod of Living Waters. 

2. In accordance with Presbytery standing rules, there is no imbalance between teaching and ruling elders for 2014.

3. The deadline for Clerks of Session to enter statistical data in the PCUSA system is February 13. Clerks or congregations who are not able to enter their data should contact the Presbytery office immediately for assistance as the deadline is near. Per capita apportionments are calculated on the previous year’s membership.

4. Dates and locations for reading of minutes and training for Clerks of Session are: Sunday, February 9, 2-5pm; Covenant Tuscaloosa; Sunday, February 23, 2-5pm, Anniston Church of the Covenant; Saturday, March 15, 9am-12pm, at Memorial Montgomery; and a last chance opportunity Sunday, July 13 at 3pm at the Presbytery office. The Clerk respectfully requests that any minutes from 2012 or prior that have not been read be submitted no later than July 13, 2014. 

5. Kris Valerius, Office of the General Assembly Records Coordinator and Assistant Stated Clerk, will be at the Main Event on August 16, and Clerks of Session are especially encouraged to attend this session. 

Commission on Ministry Report – Leeann Scarbrough*

Action taken to report to Presbytery 

The following churches have requested permission to continue supply relationships:

     a.
Arlington requests permission to continue relationship with C.J. Jones


b.
Bethel requests permission to continue relationship with Mark McCormick


c.   
Brown Memorial requests permission to continue relationship with Joe Scrivner


d.    
Bold Springs requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Ernie Haynes


e.
Cuba requests permission to continue relationship with Chris Keipe


f.      Dodson Memorial requests permission to continue relationship with Becky Davis


g.
First Carbon Hill requests permission to continue relationship with Ken Bentley


h.  
First Reform requests permission to continue relationship with Sam Andreasen and Jerry Douglas

     i.  
Gardendale requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Jeff Bonner


j.
Church of the Covenant requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Lin Veasey


k.
Covenant requests permission to continue relationship with Neil McCarter


l.
First Phenix requests permission to continue relationship with Taylor Brown


m.
Five Mile requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Sharon Eich


n.
Good Hope requests permission to continue relationship with Robert Jones


o.  
Green Pond requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Bev Dodson


p.  
Goodwater requests permission to continue relationship with Pete McElrath and Jeff Coker


q.
Hadden requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Joe Fast


r.
Valley Creek requests permission to continue relationship with Cecil Williamson


s.
Northern Heights requests permission to continue relationship with Angela Brown and Inger 



Anderson

     t.
Pisgah requests permission to continue relationship with Ira Blanchard

     u.    Ramsay Memorial requests permission to continue relationship with Elizabeth Whatley 

     v.
Riverchase requests permission to continue relationship with Rick Atkerson

     w.   Rock Spring requests permission to continue relationship with V. L. Hackworth, Jr.

     x.    Springville requests permission to continue relationship with Tom Winter (letter attached) 

and Mac McKean.

     y.
Westminster-Tuskegee requests permission to continue relationship with Gregory Gray.

     z.  
Woods requests permission to continue relationship with CRE Ben Arellano

   aa.
Robinson Memorial requests permission to continue relationship with Jeff Coker

   bb.    Mount Pleasant requests permission to continue relationship with Ira Blanchard

   cc.
Odenville requests permission to continue relationship with Jim Elrod

   dd.
New Trinity requests permission to continue relationship with Kenneth Thomas
2.  Received annual reports from members at large, ministers, and CREs.  (If you have not turned in     

     such a report, please do so!)

3.  Report on CRE’s from Dean of Training Bev Dodson [see Appendix C]
4.  Recorded the following transfers of presbytery membership:

     To record transferring of:



Seong Cheol Im to Holston Presbytery



Peggy McClure to North Alabama Presbytery



Kitty Rankin to Western North Carolina Presbytery

MOTION to allow COM to form an Administrative Commission with two Ruling and two Teaching Elders to comprise the Commission, in order to work with the session of Trinity Presbyterian Church to look into the future work of the church, as well as to advise on the dissolution of the church if, after careful study and prayer, this is the direction that needs to be taken. 
5.E.4.     To make recommendations to the presbytery to dissolve pastoral 

 
relationships, or when requisite authority is given by the Presbytery, to dissolve 
pastoral relationships (G-3.0109b5).

5.E.4.     To assume original jurisdiction in any situation it determines the session is unable or 
unwilling to manage wisely the affairs of its church (G3.0303e). 

5.E.4.f
To freeze the assets of the church (real and liquid).

5.E.4.g   To secure the building, grounds and other property of the church for the use and 
benefit of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

5.E.4.l
To propose to the Presbytery the recommendation for the disposition of 
 
  
the property held by or for the church and the assumption of the liabilities of the    
  
church in the event there is no viable faction of the congregation that has been  
  
identified as the true church within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).



APPROVED
Trustees Report – Richard Brooks*
Butler Presbyterian Church

BACKGROUND: Butler Presbyterian Church in Butler, AL (near Livingston) was closed on April 15, 2012. The Presbytery was given $13,000 from the liquidated church funds and the church property to sell. With the approval of Presbytery Council, the Board of Trustees listed the property to sell in June 2012 for a sale price of $115,000 (with a 6% commission). There has been no interest in this property since its listing, until the recent receipt of a cash offer to purchase this property for $65,000 if closed by February 15, 2014.

MOTION: That The Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley approve the sale of the Butler Presbyterian Church with all its contents for $65,000 and that the Board of Trustees be authorized to execute all necessary contracts related to this approval. APPROVED
MOTION: The Trustees request that $40,000 of the $71,300 from the sale and liquidation of the Butler Presbyterian Church be authorized for building maintenance of the Presbytery office. The information regarding the balance of the funds and how they are to be distributed will be brought to presbytery as information. APPROVED
Presbytery adjourned by acclamation and closed with prayer at 2:55pm. The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley will be May 8, 2014, at Memorial Presbyterian, Montgomery, Alabama.
The Rev. Elizabeth Goodrich

Stated Clerk
Appendix A
Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley

2013 Necrology
Ministers

The Rev. Kenneth E. Grice -- Dec. 26
Memorial for Reverend Kenneth E. Grice


We learned recently that Reverend Grice passed away on Dec. 26, 2013 in Tulsa, OK.


Rev. Grice was born on April 6, 1929 in Seamon, Ohio to missionaries.  At age two, his family moved to Egypt for 11 years until Field Marshall Rommel’s advances forced them to relocate back to the States in Mulberry, IN.


He attended Pittsburgh Theological Seminary where he received his Masters of Divinity and ordination as a Presbyterian minister.  While interning at a church in Dayton, OH, he met his future wife Betty.  They were married in 1955 and raised four sons together.  


Rev. Grice was installed on Oct. 30, 1988 at Edgewood and resigned on Sept. 30, 1990.  He retired on Aug. 5, 1992 and remained a member of our Presbytery until his death.


Well done, good and faithful servant!

Ruling Elders
Brown Memorial

Rush Cochrane -- May 15

Cahaba Springs
Louie Noe – August 19 
Covenant, Tuscaloosa

Fred Barnett -- July 13

Delphine "Dusti" Deaver -- Sept 1
Edgewood

Florence Wigon – December 21 
First-Alexander City

Robert Benton -- Jan 7

Samuel Brown -- Jan 16

Susan Brown -- Jan 18

Beth Taylor Jordan -- Mar 23

William (Bill) Humber -- Dec 23

First-Anniston

Ruth J. Hamilton -- Feb 19

First-Auburn

Dorothy S. Owsley

First-Birmingham

Joe Thomason, Jr. -- Jan 25

Claire Fairley

Ann Bibby Jones

William Elliott Matthews, IV -- Dec 30

First-Jacksonville

Robert MacRae -- Aug 22

First-Reform

Charles William Woodard, Sr.
First-Sylacauga

Alma Ross -- Mar 18

Margaret Wade -- April 20

Ruth Lessley -- Nov 12

Roy Hassett -- Nov 22

First-Tuscaloosa

Bob Reynolds -- Feb 4

Vic Shamburger -- Mar 6

Marie Spoone -- June 26

Randall Ayers -- July 10

Nell Arnold -- Sept 27

Mary Ann Findlay -- Nov 30

Five Mile

William W. Crow, Jr. -- Mar 18

Gardendale

Evelyn Fitzgerald Boozer -- Aug 12

Independent

Andrew M. Gant, Jr. -- Feb. 20

Herschel B. Poole, Jr. -- March 23

Robert W. Fennell -- April 9

J. David Higgins, Jr. -- June 21

Arthur Edgar Malone, Jr. -- July 12

Mildred Doggett -- Oct. 27

Montevallo
Dr. John A. Hamilton, Jr. -- Oct 23

Mountain Brook

Harriet Anne Menzel -- Aug 10

Thomas Roberts -- Dec 7

Robinson Memorial

Johnny Mac Smith -- Aug 22

Shades Valley

Isabel Palmer -- Mar 27

Odenville

Robert Sanders -- Jan 20

Pisgah

Lorenzo Lee Bender -- Feb 20

Southminster

Robert Lee Hearn III -- March 2

Frederick D. Fisher -- March 21

Mattie Moore Bountree Hortman Barr -- April 10

Curtis Henson -- Aug 8

Dana Dortch -- Dec 9

Westminster - Birmingham

Lillian Bohannon Ford -- Dec 29

Westminster - Montgomery

Larry Macon -- Feb 2

John Roquemore Cham
Appendix B

Taking the Long Road to the Table: A Brief History of the Presbyterian Churches of East/Northeast Birmingham

Shelaine (Bird): Today Terry (Newland) and I have the privilege of inviting you to this table.  And from where you’re sitting, it looks like a fairly quick stroll to get up here.  But, let me tell you, it’s not.  In the last 6 months serving as the pastor of this newest congregation in our presbytery called Cahaba Springs, I have learned that to understand the New Thing God is doing here in this church, we have to go back.  Not back six months to when I arrived.  Not back to Pentecost, on May 19th, when the congregations of Grace and Eastminster first worshiped in this sanctuary together.  Not even 3 years ago when the conversations about a merger began. No.  We have to go way back, because God’s Spirit has been alive and at work in this place, calling these people together for generations.  I think we have to back 126 years, because that’s when the Woodlawn Presbyterian Church was born.  

In 1888 the good folks in that community decided that they would form a church because they believed God had plans for them.  And God did.  (Who here has a memory of being in the Woodlawn PC?  Anyone here grew up there?)

In these waters we are connected.

Thanks be to God.

Woodlawn Presbyterian Church (1888-1971)
Located right next to the local high school, Woodlawn PC officially opened its doors in 1888.  They worshiped, they held Sunday School, they did outreach, but within 3 years (!!) those Presbyterians became convinced that God had plans beyond their church, and they began planning for a new Presbyterian church.  Who recalls the name of the first church Woodlawn planted?  (Answer: East Lake or 76th St PC)

Original East Lake PC (known as First Presbyterian East Lake) ( 76th Street Presbyterian Church (1891-1991)

It happened in the year 1891, which incidentally was also the year that Cahaba River water first began to flow from this area through pipes to the homes and businesses of about 26,000 Birmingham residents.  That was the year 32 people, most from Woodlawn, petitioned North Alabama presbytery for permission to plant a new church in East Lake.  Permission came quickly and within weeks they were meeting for worship in a hotel, and after the hotel burned, they met in a Methodist building.  While saving for a building they had no money for a pastor, and according to local legend Brother Bryan himself, for 6 years, used to come on Sunday evenings and lead worship for the East Lake Presbyterians. They fed him a good meal and took up a small offering, and spent everything else on mission and the building. In 1907, East Lake PC merged with the Cumberland PC of Eastlake, meeting in the Cumberland building, and selling the First PC bldg. to the Catholic Church, a decision which created a veritable firestorm of gossip and outrage.  One comment in the narrative to Presbytery reads: “since the merger our members attend church regularly and the temptation to be absent for other entertainment such as excursions to the lake are fairly well resisted.” (lol)  In 1908 the merger dissolved and the original members of 1st PC of East Lake immediately purchased a lot on 76th Street and Division Ave and began building the new church. The session hired day laborers, some of whom came from the congregation, and the session minutes show that the laborers tithed 10% of their wages to the church they were building. The new white frame church was completed in 1909, and 76th Street PC was born. They asked to be placed under the care of Woodlawn PC, where most of the members had come from, and WPC donated $8.00 per month to the pastor’s salary.  Money continued to be tight and in 1914, the pastor took a big risk.  He “canceled” everyone’s delinquent pledges, but promised that at the end of each month he would read - from the pulpit - a list of who had paid their new pledges that month and who had not.  The church became self-supporting for the first time in 1916!!  Connected in spirit (and financially) with Woodlawn PC from 1891 – 1916.

76th Street grew and grew. In 1923 membership was close to 400.  Over half of the congregation was under 20 years old!  In the 50’s and 60’s membership soared to over 600, and the church became known for its global mission work. In 1969, John Smart donated a pipe organ to the church in memory of his wife, Hattie Smart, and it was installed in 1970, and they bought their famous bell.  Who here grew up at 76th St?  Who remembers sitting in the sanctuary for a Presbytery meeting?  
In these waters we are connected.


Thanks be to God!

Eastminster Presbyterian Church (1991-2013)

In the late 1980’s, 76th Street began discussion about moving. There are stories about the church being broken into, cars being stolen during worship services, and families moving from the area. In 1986, 5 acres of land was purchased on Hwy 11 and construction began. In 1991, 100 years after its first beginnings from Woodlawn, 76th Street PC moved to Hwy 11 in Trussville and became known as Eastminster Presbyterian Church. Over 200 members came from 76th Street. They brought their renowned organ and their bell with them, and even now, we are in the process of bringing that same bell and organ here to Cahaba Springs. From 1991 until 2013 EPC was an important part of our presbytery, known for their music, mission work, and youth ministry. Who here grew up at Eastminster or worshiped at Eastminster? Cahaba Springs would not be the church we are today without the men and women who worked and prayed and served, generation by generation, all the way back to 1888.

In these waters we are connected.


Thanks be to God!
But that’s only half of our story here at Cahaba Springs, because the other half of our family took a different path to get here, though if you look back far enough, many of their stories started back at Woodlawn Presbyterian Church as well!  I’m going to ask Ed Swartz, who served for years as a CLP in this area, to tell us about it.

Huffman Presbyterian Church (1956-1999)
Sixty-eight years after its beginning, Woodlawn PC was largely responsible for birthing yet another church, of which I was a member. In 1956 54 people (most of whom were Woodlawn members) decided there was a need for a new Presbyterian church closer to the communities they lived and worked in.  From their enthusiasm and support was born Huffman Presbyterian Church. Huffman was successful from the beginning, growing steadily from the 50’s through the early 90’s.  Huffman was known for many things, including its youth program, for sending teenagers to Montreat in the summer, and as well as having several elders trained as Lay Pastors, Some of these were later commission to serve nearby Mt. Pinson PC and East Lake PC.  Members of Huffman put hundreds of hours of sweat equity into helping to build the building that became the fellowship hall and offices. For many years a building located behind the sanctuary was used for AA meetings at no charge. It was not unusual to have members at the church several days a week helping to clean the facilities. Since the church was located in primarily a business area, in the days following 9/11, the sanctuary was opened throughout the day for local area business people to stop by to spend some quiet time or pray. 
In these waters we are connected.

               Thanks be to God.

Two other smaller churches were here as well, one of which I know very little about, except that its last temporary supply pastor was named Pat Owens.  Pat’s daughter, Christy Little, is here to tell us a few words.

Christy Little: Mount Pinson Presbyterian Church (1875-1999)

Few people know that Mount Pinson was the oldest Presbyterian congregation from our denomination in this area.  It was founded in 1875 with 17 members, and was known for being small but mighty. Mt Pinson was located on Hwy 75, and was originally named Red Hill Presbyterian Church. It was so small they only gathered for worship once a month. In 1891, the same year the original East Lake church was being formed, Mount Pinson built a new church. They saved and scrimped and got it built, but then they had to wait 20 years before the congregation was ever able to hire a Pastor.  But God did good work there. Mt. Pinson struggled about whether to merge with Huffman and East Lake.  In the end they agreed, and their building was used for many years as a wedding chapel, though it now once again used for worship.

In these waters we are connected.


Thanks be to God!

Another small church in the area, also named East Lake Presbyterian Church, was served by a CLP who, like Pat and Ed were members of Huffman.  Ron is here with us today. 
East Lake Presbyterian Church (1907-1999)

East Lake opened in 1907 with 10 members and later became the 83rd Street Presbyterian Church. That building burned to the ground in 1928. When it was rebuilt it was named the 1st Presbyterian Church of East Lake. It was always a small membership church, but the numbers declined rapidly in the 1990’s. I want to share with you part of a poem written by Sarah Pledger Fetcher in 1999, the year East Lake voted to merge with Huffman and Mt. Pinson. Her words remind us of so many of our churches – 
“A Tribute to the First Presbyterian Church of East Lake”
In the early years everyone walked to church, 

first to the room above the fire hall, 

then to the church on 83rd Street that burned on a cold January morning in ’28.

The same year another church was built,

A 3 story, red brick with wide, white banisters out front.

It was still a neighborhood church, even after World War II, 

when automobiles lined 84th Street on Sunday mornings,

And the ladies put on Harvest Festivals to raise money to pay off the old mortgage.

Young people grew up and the second floor sanctuary overflowed for weddings and on Easter.

In ’63 the new sanctuary was built and filled with young families.

There were infant baptisms and communicants classes, Boy Scouts and baseball teams,

Vacation Bible Schools and Christmas pageants.

When the freeway came right to the church’s front door,

The old neighborhood started to change…

Still the church carried on-

invited missionaries, 

hosted Presbytery meetings and Keenager luncheons,

visited the shut-ins and gave food for the poor.

The 90’s brought too many funerals, empty children’s classrooms and part-time preachers.

But the Spirit was present- in the dignity of elders serving the Sacraments,

the choir singing old familiar hymns,

and members comforting one another in illness and loss.

Nine decades of Presbyterians, decently and in order,

worked, worshiped, prayed and played together at East Lake.

Now God’s word rings out-

For all the Saints who have gone before, and to those who worship in this place one last time,

Well done, Thou good and faithful servants.
In these waters we are connected.


Thanks be to God.

Grace Presbyterian Church (1999-2013)

In 1999, a new church was formed by the merger of Huffman Presbyterian Church, Mount Pinson Presbyterian Church, East Lake Presbyterian Church. A new name was chosen by the newly merged congregation who decided that the name would not reflect the area in which it was located, but would reflect a word that seemed to reflect what was most needed: Grace. The merged church met in the Huffman Church with all three churches being listed for sale. The East Lake property sold first. The Huffman property saw several failed attempts at a sale but was finally sold to Walmart for an exceptional price – much more than would have been garnered by the sale to another church. The Pinson church was used for quite a while to host weddings and was eventually leased and then sold to a Hispanic congregation. Property was purchased on Deerfoot Parkway in Trussville that also included a house that would be used as the manse. During the several years that it took to do the site work and actually build the building, the church met in the auditorium of Hewitt Trussville High School. For nearly three years faithful members of the church arrived at the high school early on Sunday morning and moved the chancel furniture and chairs for the choir along with the piano front and center on the stage of the auditorium. Then on September 12, 2004, the congregation opened the doors of this new building. Many of you here were connected to Grace in some way, by way of Huffman as folks around here say, or by way of Mt Pinson or by way of East Lake. Like all of these congregations we’ve mentioned, Grace had seasons of growth and service, as well as seasons of challenge and decline. For fourteen years Grace was an important part of our presbytery. 

In these waters we are connected.


Thanks be to God.

And all this while, Woodlawn PC continued in ministry at #7 South 60th Street until 1971, when they changed their name and moved to Montevallo Road, where they reorganized as Trinity Presbyterian Church, built in 1983 and still in existence.

In these waters we are connected. 


Thanks be to God.

Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church (2013 -       ) 
In 2010 a new conversation began between Grace and Eastminster, a conversation about something these folks know a lot about: merging. Joining the strengths of the two congregations, lifting the burdens carried separately and joining the two already connected churches seemed a solution to what seemed to be insurmountable issues. It was likened by some as the beginning of a dating relationship. There were bumps and grinds all along the way. The two churches even talked of “breaking up” because the road before them seemed too bumpy and unmanageable to continue. Talks between the two churches had very nearly stalled in late 2012 when it was decided that the sessions of both churches would hold a joint retreat. The sessions were joined by representatives from presbytery who shared information regarding potential benefits and possible pitfalls of merger. There was sadness and joy, laughter and tears throughout the time spent together but in the end, it has been said that “God showed up and God showed off.”  By the time they returned home, the group was convinced God was calling them together as one united body of Christ.
In these waters we are connected.

Thanks be to God.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013, the two congregations worshiped together formally for the first time here.  An Administrative Commission from Presbytery was established to support them in their work, and a new pastor was called. The new name chosen was Cahaba Springs, and it’s important to us. Water springs up here … in fact, just a few miles from here is the beginning of the Cahaba River itself. And since 1891 our river’s water has flowed through pipes throughout the city. But now, 126 years later, we also think that HOPE springs forth here.  For the One who called those first men and women into being as the Woodlawn PC is the same One who called 76th Street, and Eastminster.  The same One who called the people together into Huffman, and Mt Pinson and East Lake and Grace…is the God who calls us together now.  We are connected by water and spirit, and our story is not at its heart a story about numbers or growing churches. It is a story about being connected: connected by history; connected by family; connected by service; connected by faith. For in these waters we are surely connected.


Thanks be to God.

Appendix C

CRE Report to Committee on Ministry from Dean of Training Bev Dodson

GENERAL INFORMATION

Thirty Nine Elders have completed training for commissioning as ruling elders since 1995.  There are presently 18 still serving in some capacity. Two of our active elders died during 2013: Rock Chambless and Dusti Moser Deaver. Twelve of the 18 are commissioned to specific churches and the other six preach as requested. All six are active in their home churches. 

During 2013, all 18 signed the revised CRE Covenant Agreement and it has been placed in their permanent file at the Presbytery Office.

The present need is in the Montgomery/Selma and Auburn/Opelika clusters. All three CRE’s in those areas are commissioned to specific churches with no CRE readily available to occasionally supply preach.

2014 Annual training event scheduled for July, 2014. Suggestions for study being received. When area of study determined, leader will be recruited.  Suggestions welcomed from COM.

As to the date of this report, the requested Annual Reports have been received from: Joe Fast, Cal Holt, Van Blankenship, Gay Lake, Ernie Haynes, George Wood, Jr., Bev Dodson, Lin Veasey, Jeff Bonner, Marilyn Jackson, Bill Sauser and candidate Banyon Allison.

Reports not received from: Ben Arellano, Sharon Eich, John Harrison, Rick Jones, Don Roser, Roger Thomas, Robert Emerick. Follow up sent.

INDIVIDUAL SUMMARIES

1.  Ben Arellano –Commissioned to First Dadeville – Attended July Presbytery sponsored Continuing Education Event – Annual report not received as of 1-6-2014.

2.  Van Blankenship – Preaches as health and requests allow. Attended July Presbytery sponsored C.E. Event – Annual report received.

3.  Jeff Bonner – Commissioned to Gardendale – For Continuing education attended Main Event and Presbytery sponsored Small Church Retreat. Annual report received. Ministry with 31 members going well. 

4.  Beverly Dodson – Commissioned to Green Pond – Attended July Presbytery sponsored Continued Education Event. Annual report received.  Ministry with 19 members and 7 permanent visitors is going well. Community sponsored events and outreach brought the visitors who are active participants in worship, Bible Study and special events.

5.  Sharon Eich – Commissioned to Five Mile – For continuing education attended the weekend PW training for Bible leaders – the study of Exodus and Deuteronomy. No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

6.   John Harrison – Commissioned to Fairfield Highlands – Attended the Presbytery Sponsored C.E. Event – No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

7.  Ernie Haynes – Commissioned to Bold Springs. Additionally commissioned to serve communion and moderate session/congregation at Leeds and occasionally fills the pulpit. Serves communion at home church, Center Point, first Sunday of each month. Attended Presbytery Sponsored C.E. event – Annual report received. Ministry at all three churches going well.

8.  Cal Holt – Not presently commissioned – previously commissioned to Harper Chapel. Did not attend sponsored C.E. event but is presenting serving on the TEB of the Presbytery and continues to work on Senior High Curriculum project. Annual Report received.  Has supply preached for Bethel, Goodwater, Covenant and Green Pond and assisted in worship at First Tuscaloosa and teaching Church School at First. Is Chair of the Board of Directors of the Counseling Ministry Professionals and Board member of Hospice of  West Alabama.

9. Marilyn Jackson – Not commissioned – Annual report received. Did supply preaching at Dadeville First, Springville, and Five Mile; Active in Emmaus. Continuing education included two seminars at the Blessed Trinity Shrine Retreat led by a Jesuit priest and the reading of the prescribed chapters in the book used for the presbytery training event, The Story of Christianity.
10. Rick Jones – Commissioned to Trinity. Also active with musical responsibilities at home church Shades Valley.  Attended Presbytery C.E. event – No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

11.  Gay Lake – Not commissioned. Has supply preached at First Dadeville and Bethel.  Serves on Synod PJC. Attend Presbytery annual training event in July.  Annual report received. Active with the Gideons.

12. Don Roser – Commissioned to Bryan Memorial. Attended  Presbytery annual C.E. training event. No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

13. Bill Sauser – Commissioned to Union Springs – Attended Presbytery annual C. E. event. Annual report received. Continues to lead worship, including special Lenten, Easter and Christmas services. Participates in special events sponsored by the church, keeps in touch with member needs during week by phone, conducts funerals, etc. Will be retiring from Auburn soon and will need pulpit supply help for Sundays when he is away with international travel and other activities. Ministry at Union Springs doing well.

14. Roger Thomas – Not commissioned. Supply preaches as requested. Attended Presbytery C.E. event in July.  No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

15. Lin Veasey – Commissioned to Church of the Covenant. Attended Presbytery C.E. July event and Small Church retreat.  Annual report received.  Leads mid-week Bible studies at both Covenant and home church, First Jacksonville and PW bible study for both churches. Serves on the TEB of Presbytery.

16. George Wood, Jr. – Commissioned to Marion Junction. Previously commissioned to Harper Chapel.  Attended Presbytery C. E. in July. Annual report received. In addition to preaching at Harper Chapel and Marion Junction, has preached at home church three times. 

17. Robert Emerick – Completed Dubuque CRE training in 2013. Has preached and served communion at home church, Edgewood. Preached at First Talladega and Green Pond. Attended July Presbytery C.E. event. No annual report received as of 1-6-2014.

18. Joe Fast – Commissioned to Hadden. Prior to completing CRE training through Dubuque in 2013, was temporary supply at Hadden for previous four years with Neil McCarter as mentor. Attended July Presbytery sponsored C.E. event. Annual report received. – Ministry going well at Hadden.  Preached in revival at local church, on campus at East Mississippi Community College and at the prison in Macon, Mississippi. Participates in other community activities.

Candidate in training

1.  Banyon Allison – Good Candidate. He is an elder at First Anniston and is Assistant Principal at Alexandria High School. Has completed Old Testament, New Testament and Reformed Theology classes through Dubuque.  Attended the Presbytery Sponsored C.E. event in July. Keeps in contact with Bev Dodson as to his progress at Dubuque. 
Appendix D
Report from Presbytery Personnel

2014 PSL Personnel Committee:
Adam Bourneman, Pat Goodman, Linda Harris, 

Alan Speaker, Jonathan Yarboro (chair)

The Personnel Committee had its first meeting of the year today. During that meeting, the committee discussed its priorities for 2014 and decided on the following two major priorities and courses of action:

Priority 1:
Establish a process for establishment, implementation, and review of yearly goals for each PSL staff member.

Action Plan:
Personnel will meet with each staff member individually on February 19th to do final review of goals for 2013 and to set goals for 2014.


Personnel will meet with staff members quarterly throughout the year to assess progress and provide resources and encouragement for completion of goals.

Priority 2:
Assist the Temporary Executive Board with formation of transitional staffing / structural plan for PSL

Action Plan:
Personnel will be available to the TEB to assist with this process as directed by the TEB.

In addition to these two main priorities, Personnel will continue to review existing personnel policies, 
comparing them with best practice examples from outside sources, and make suggestions for revision as 
necessary. The committee sees its primary role in this time of transition as a support role for staff and 
the TEB.

Respectfully submitted, 

Jonathan Yarboro  

Appendix E
Report of the Commission on Preparation for Ministry
For Information:

Inquirer


Church



Institution

Doug Barr


South Highland, B’ham

not enrolled

Micah Dowling


Cahaba Springs, Trussville
Columbia

Keven Henderson

Edgewood, B’ham

Austin

Lindsay Pruitt


Second, B’ham


Graduate

Alfred Rose


First, B’ham


Graduate (Union)

Billy Thomas


First, Wetumpka

Graduate (Louisville)

Candidate
Zana Free


First, B’ham


Graduate

Rebecca Mann


Immanuel, Montgomery
Graduate (Columbia)

Leigh Ann Min


First, B’ham


Graduate (Columbia)

Lukata Mjumbe


Brown Memorial, B’ham
Graduate (Princeton)

Marilyn Tucker


First, Tuscaloosa

Columbia
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